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Abstract 

 

Theodoros Alexopoulos in his paper presents and defends John Meyendorff’s theory that 

Palamas’ Epistula III edited by Chrestou is the authentic version, received by Akindynos before 

the synod of June 10th 1341. Meyendorff combined this suggestion with the suspicion that 

Akindynos, after his own condemnation as a Barlaamite during the second synod in the summer 

of 1341, falsified the third letter of Palamas in order to accuse him of ditheism. This paper 

discusses some counterarguments to this viewpoint, suggesting that the original – that is: the 

first – version of Epistula III is transmitted in Codex Monacensis graecus 223.  

The aim of this paper, however, is not to simply turn the tables on Palamas, accusing now him 

of falsifying the works of Akindynos, as Juan Sergio Nadal, Meyendorff’s counterpart in 

research on Akindynos, has repeatedly done. Rather, it offers an alternative version, a 

reconstruction of the events and documents of the year 1341 that avoids the accusation of 

falsification against the one or the other, thereby increasing the awareness of the small but 

mighty difference between authenticity and originality.  

The paper firstly examines the arguments in favour of the authenticity of the version edited by 

Chrestou which Theodoros Alexopoulos presented in his contribution to the workshop and then 

draws attention to the evidence from other works of Akindynos. In doing so, Katharina Heyden 

argues that both versions are authentic in the sense that Palamas is the author of both of them.  

The first one, written to Akindynos personally at the beginning of the year 1341 from 

Thessaloniki, caused the theological discussion between Akindynos and Palamas on the eve of 

the first synod in Constantinople. This is the version of Codex Monacensis graecus 223. The 

second version of Epistula III was written in Constantinople in the summer of the same year 

1341, probably shortly after the first synod. In this version, Palamas revised and elaborated his 

letter to Akindynos and presented it to a public audience, taking into consideration the 

theological objections that his student and friend had raised during their face-to-face dispute. 

The result was a very precise and well elaborated theological treatise that was in perfect 

coherence with Palamas’ previous works and punctuated with a lot of patristic quotations and 
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a historical annex that informed the readers about the course of events. This is the version of 

Epistula III that Palamas and his supporters circulated and that was edited by Meyendorff and 

Chrestou.  

 


